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occasions seen the young Cuckoo with the young of its foster- 
parents in the same nest. We only obtained the eggs in the 
manner I have stated, and unfortunately left their haunts before 
the young were hatched; our work therefore was left imperfect, 
and it remains the enviable task of some enterprising naturalist 
to unfold the mystery that still hangs over the breeding-habits 
of this bird. For his guidance, whoever he may be, let me add 
that the wooded hills on the south side of Lake Djendeli, and 
in the neighbourhood of the Madracen, both which districts lie 
a little to the eastward of the high-road between Constantine 
and Batna, may be considered as favoured breeding localities of 
Oxylophus glandarius, 1 have refrained from suggesting any 
probable hypothesis which might clear up the difficulty, as I feel 
sure that before long we shall arrive at the facts of the case, and 
any false supposition might tend to error. 


94, COLUMBA PALUMBUS. (Ring Dove.) 

This Pigeon, which Mr. Gould assures me differs in no way 
from our common Ring Dove, is abundant in many parts, and 
breeds in the month of May. 


95. CotumBa Livia. (Rock Dove.) 

Occurs in great numbers in the Cave of Djebel Dekma, and 
in other suitable rocks of that district. 

96. Turtur aunitus. (Turtle Dove.) 

Common about Djendeli, where it breeds. 

97. Turtur zeyvpriacus. (Egyptian Turtle Dove.) 

In the Regency of Tunis I observed this bird in many places. 
It is found usually about the towns, and frequents the ruined 
Amphitheatre of El Djem. I never saw it in Eastern Algeria. 

[To be continued. | 


XXXI.—Recent Ornithological Publications. 
1. Enexiso PUBLICATIONS. 
Tue fourth and concluding part of the ‘Illustrated Proceed- 
ings of the Zoological Society’ for 1858, which was published 
last month, contains numerous papers on Ornithology, and the 
plates attached are of the usual excellence ;—how can Mr. Wolf’s 
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pictures be otherwise than life-like ? The four parts of last year’s 
‘Proceedings’ together form a volume of nearly double the usual 
thickness, and accompanied by no less than 45 plates. The 
papers relating to Ornithology in the last part are the following : 
— ‘Characters of five new species of American Birds” (p. 446), 
and “ List of Birds collected by Mr. Louis Fraser at Cuenca, 
Gualaquiza, and Zamora in the Republic of Ecuador” (p. 449), 
by P. L. Sclater: ‘Synopsis generis Fringillini, Erythrure,” 
by Dr. G. Hartlaub (p. 461) : “ Notes on the habits of the Scy- 
throps nove hollandie,’ by Dr. G. Bennett of Sydney (p. 462) : 
““ Notes on the habits, haunts, &c., of some of the Birds of In- 
dia,” by Dr. A. L. Adams (p. 466): “ On two species of Ant- 
birds in the collection of the Derby Museum” (p. 540), and 
“Note on the genus Cichlopsis of Cabanis” (p.541), by P. L. 
Sclater: ‘“‘On the Indian Pheasants bred in the Menagerie,” 
by D. W. Mitchell (p. 544), and “Qn the Birds collected by 
Mr. Fraser in the vicinity of Riokamba in Ecuador,” by P. L. 
Sclater (p. 549). Beautiful figures of the eggs and young of 
‘the species of Indian Phastanide, bred in the Society’s Gardens 
(Lophophorus impeyanus, Catreus wallichii, Gallophasis horsfieldi, 
G. albocristatus and G. melanotus), are given. The latter are 
copied from Mr. Wolf’s drawings in the portfolio of the Society. 

The first of the two numbers of Mr. Gould’s ‘ Birds of Asia’ 
for the present year is now ready, forming Part II. of this great 
work. It contains figures of 


Genneus nycthemerus, of China. 
Dendrochelidon coronatus, of India. 


A klecho, of Java. 
x wallacei, of Celebes. 
a mystaceus, of New Guinea. 


comatus, of Eastern Malasia. 
Seams duvauceli, of Sumatra and Borneo. 
ae rutilus, of Malacca. 
Amydrus tristrami, of Palestine. 
Merula castanea, of Northern Hindostan. 
»  albocincta, of ,, 7 
„  boulboul, of p 
Parus dichrous, of Nepal. 
»  rubidiventris, of Nepal. 
»  rufonuchalis, of N.W. India. 
melanolophus, of 
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Mr. Gould will excuse us for remarking that Amydrus tristrami 
is from Palestine, not Asia Minor; and that Parus dichrous be- 
longs to the section Lophophanes, which appears to be fairly 
separable, generically, from Parus *. 

The Trustees of the British Museum have lately published 
Part III. Sect. II. of the ‘ List of Specimens of Birds in the 
Collection,’ embracing the Psittacide. Like the other bird- 
catalogues, it is written by Mr. G. R. Gray, and bears evidence 
of his usual laborious painstaking in the compilation of syno- 
nyms. In his present arrangement, Mr. Gray has yielded to a 
certain extent to the principles of geographical zoology as now 
recognized ; as, for example, in separating Chrysotis from Psit- 
tacus, Loriculus from Psittacula, &e., but he has not, in our 
opinion, carried these principles to their legitimate development. 
Although we should at present be almost afraid to enter the lists 
on behalf of Prince Bonaparte’s theory, that the Parrots of the two 
hemispheres are as distinct as the Monkeys, we have little doubt 
that this position will ultimately be established, when the osteo- 
logy and anatomy of the group have been properly worked out. 
Such being the case, we look upon all generic combinations of 
Old World and New World species as unnatural; and we are sorry 
to see that Mr. Gray still unites Caica and Pionus with Psit- 
tacus, Agapornis with Psittacula, and so on. With regard to 
other points, we may remark that from Mr. Wallace’s observa- 
tions (Ann. Nat. Hist. Feb. 1859, p. 147) it now seems certain 
that Eclectus does not belong to the Lorine. Again, Masca- 
rinus (meaning Mascarene, 7. e. Madagascarian) surely cannot 
be used generically or subgenerically for a group of Moluccan 
Parrots. Its proper type is the Psittacus mascarinus of Gmelin, 
from Madagascar. It is true that Lesson unnaturally associated 
with this bird the Green Parrots of the Moluccas, and put them 
both in the same genus—WMascarinus ; but, when we refer them 
to their respective positions, Mascarinus must be applied to the 
Madagascar bird, and the Green Parrots of the Moluccas require 
a new appellation, which, as it has been already suggested, may 
be Polychlorus t. 

Though the characters of new species given in the notes 

* Confer Cassin in “ Birds of California, Oregon, &c.,” p. 18. 
t See Proc. Zool. Soc. 1857, p. 226. 
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to the present ‘ List of Parrots’ are somewhat curt, this is a 
much better plan than that of publishing names without any 
description at all, as has been done on former occasions: and 
we may hope that this practice, which has nowhere been more 
loudly condemned than in the preface of one of the recent cata- 
logues* published by the Trustees, has been now finally aban- 
doned. 

The total number of Parrots enumerated in Mr. Gray’s list 
(which contains all described species, whether specimens are in 
the national collection or not), arranged in the different sub- 


families adopted by Mr. Gray, is as follows :— 


IA Rezoponnæ n ~ 4 4 so. 7 
USAn (2 SMe st. oe Sa 
II. Loring. . . . . . . . 69 
IV. Psittacme . . . . . . . 108 
Vo Craie o o o o o o o l 

380 


_ This gives us 151 species in the New World, and 229 in the 
Old World. It is certainly remarkable, that of the latter group 
only 25 + occur in Africa, though its geographical extent is so 
great, and we know of nothing that would seem to unfit it for the 
residence of Psittacide. | 

Mr. Bree’s work, on the ‘ Birds of Europe not observed in the 
British Isles,’ has reached its thirteenth number. We must again 
call Mr. Bree’s attention to the importance of consulting recent 
authorities. The “ Hooded Shrike ” has, we believe, only occurred 
in Spain in the imagination of dealers, whose object is always to 
increase the list of “ European” birds. (See Dr. Hartlaub’s 
notes in Proc. Zool. Soc. 1858, p. 292.) And Le Vaillant’s 
‘Tchagra’ is quite a different species from the L. cucullatus of 
Temminck, a scarce bird even in Northern Africa; so that 
Temminck and Degland were not so far wrong, after all, in their 
remark alluded to, p. 174. 

The second part of Mr. Eyton’s ‘ Osteologia Avium’ is now 
ready. It contains a continuation of the plates, and the letter- 


* Catalogue of Batrachia Salientia, by Dr. A. Giinther, 1858. 
+ Namely, Paleornis, 3 sp., Psittacus, 2 sp., Peocephalus, 10 Sp.» 
Agapornis, 6 sp., Coracopsis, 3 sp., and Mascarinus, 1 sp. 
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press relating to the ‘Raptores’—the first of Mr. Eyton’s 
Orders. 
2. FRENCH PUBLICATIONS. 


The numbers of the ‘ Revue et Magasin de Zoologie’ for 
February, March, and April of this year have reached us. They 
contain several articles on Ornithology. (1) “ Description et 
figure une nouvelle espèce d’ Euphonia,” by Ch. F. Dubois. 
This Guatemalan Euphonia (E. cyaneidorsalis) seems different 
from the Mexican £E. occipitalis, though closely allied to it. It 
is, therefore, very probable that the bird included in the list of 
Guatemalan specics (antea,p.17) as Chlorophonia occipitalis really 
belongs to the latter species. We request Sir William Jardine’s 
attention to this point. (2) “ Notes Ornithologiques,” by M. A. 
Moquin-Tandon ; a continuation of that gentleman’s notes on 
the Birds of Southern France. (3) “ Notes sur quelques Oiseaux 
du Mexique,” by M. H. de Saussure. Three new species are 
described, Hypotriorchis ferrugineus, Acanthylis semicollaris, and 
Quiscalus sumichrasti, and other notes are given. (4) “ Notice 
sur un vieux mâle de Canard siffleur à plumage de femelle,” by 
M. L. Roget, of Geneva. 

We have managed to procure, after some trouble, the number 
of the Scientific Journal— L’Institut’—which contains Dr. Pu- 
cheran’s article entitled “ Oiseaux des Isles Sandwich,” alluded to 
in our last Number. It is No. 1306, published 12th Jan. 1859. 
The article appears to have been the substance of a communica- 
tion made to the Société Philomathique of Paris, and relates to 
the general character of the peculiar Avifauna of the Sandwich 
Islands. In No. 1310 of the same Journal, published 9th Feb. 
1859, is a second paper by the same author, read before the 
same learned body :—“ Observations sur deux espèces de Pas- 
sereaux originaires des Açores.” The discovery of a new specics 
of the limited group of true Fringille in the Azores (Fringilla 
moreleti) is of great interest. The bird appears to be allied to 
F. canariensis and F. teydea of the Canaries. The second Pas- 
serine mentioned is, strange to say, the Greater Bullfinch of 
Europe (Pyrrhula coccinea). The occurrence of these European 
forms in the Azores tends to throw these islands into the same 
category as the Canaries and Madeira, and to show that they 
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were part of the old “ Atlantic ” continent, as first imagined, 
we believe, by the late Professor Edward Forbes*. 

But the greater the interest of these papers by Dr. Pucheran, 
the more the pity that they should appear only in an ephemeral 
publication, such as this newspaper. It is true, that M. Lesson 
was formerly in the habit of describing his supposed new spe- 
cies of birds in the ‘Echo du Monde Savant,’ and that of late 
years, we believe, some American writers have published eha- 
racters of new species of fishes in the ‘ San Francisco Herald ; 
but such examples are hardly worthy of imitation, especially by 
a writer who has all the best scientific journals in Europe open 
to him. 


3. GERMAN AND SCANDINAVIAN PUBLICATIONS. 


We regret not to have yet been able to see a copy of the first 
part of Dr. Cabanis’ ‘ Journal’ for this year. We are, however, 
quite aware that it is published, since Dr. Hartlaub has for- 
. warded to us a separate copy of his important article “ Mo- 
nographische Uebersicht der Glanzstaare (Lamprotornithine) 
Africa’s,”’ with which the number commences. It is almost 
superfluous to say that this group of birds is here worked out 
in the usual masterly manner in which Dr. Hartlaub always 
treats subjects appertaining to his favourite study, and which 
has caused him to take rank, in the words of a recent writer +, 
as “the most accomplished living ornithologist of Europe.” 
Dr. Hartlaub divides the African Lamprotornithine as follows :— 


a. AUGORNITHES (25 species). b. Moriones (9 species). 
1. Lamprotornis, containing 5 species. | 5. Pilorhinus, containing | species. 
2. Lamprocolius A le. 4; 6. Amydrus X D 
3. Notauges a 4 7. Oligomydrus _,, a: 
4. Pholidauges z a: 8. Onychognathus 2a 


Looking at their geographical arrangement, 11 species are 
exclusively western, 7 southern, 1 eastern, and 8 north-eastern ; 
4 are common to north-eastern and western Africa, and 2 are of 
wide distribution. 

Dr. Erhard has reprinted his Notes on the Birds of the Cy- 


* Confer Tristram in “ The Ibis,” antea, p. 155. 
+ Cassin, in Pr. Ac. Se. Phil. 1859, p. 32. 
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clades, which we alluded to (antea, p. 107) as published in ‘ Nau- 
mannia for 1858, in the first part of an interesting brochure, 
entitled “ Fauna der Cycladen*.” In the second part of this 
book we are promised a figure of the new Falcon (Falco dichrous), 
discovered by the author in these islands. 

Professor Carl J. Sundevall, of Stockholm, has courteously 
forwarded to us the first five numbers of his ‘Svenska Foglarnat.? 
We beg to call the attention of those who are interested in 
Huropean Ornithology to this work, the most recent authority 
on the birds of Scandinavia. Reduced figures, nicely drawn, 
and coloured sufficiently accurately for identification, are given 
of all the species. 

Professor Sundevall has also sent us separate copies of a 
valuable paper which he has lately contributed to the ‘ Transac- 
tions’ of the Royal Academy of Sciences of Stockholm, entitled 
“ Kritisk Framställning af Fogelarterna uti äldre ornithologiska 
arbetent.” It consists of critical remarks on two “ classical ” 
works on Ornithology, Sparman’s ‘Museum Carlsonianum,’ 
and Le Vaillant’s ‘Oiseaux d’Afrique? These are of great 
value, the notes on the former being often founded on examina- 
tion of the type-specimens now in the Museum of Stockholm. 
Being written in Latin, they are rendered more generally 
accessible. Professor Sundevall’s great knowledge of South 
African Ornithology renders his remarks on Le Vaillant of the 
highest interest. He states broadly (what we have long con- 
sidered, and is now well known, to be the case), that Le Vaillant 
has described and figured as South African many birds which 
really belong to very different countries, and never occur there at 
all; and, not only this, but has entered into long details re- 
specting their habits and manners, as observed by himself. Out 
of the 284 species contained in Le Vaillant’s great work, 
Prof. Sundevall’s summary gives 134 only as well-determined 
South African, 9 imperfectly determined, and 10 doubtful species. 
No less than 60 are placed in the category of ‘ Aves pseudo- 


* Leipzig, 1858, Voigt and Giinther, 116 pp., sewn. 

+ Svenska Foglarna, med text af Professor Carl J. Sundevall: teeknade 
och lithographierade af Peter Akerlund. Stockholm, 1856—1858. 

t Kon. Vet. Akad. Handl., Band ii. No. 3 (1857). 
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capenses, certé non in Africa Meridionali, a Le V. peragraté, 
auvente, etsi eas auctor, veritatem partum curans, asseverat seip- 
sum invenisse, adjectá plerumque historiold de vite ratione, de 
capturd, et cet.” Finally, there are 71 birds which the author 
himself admits to be of extranecus origin. Among the 284 
species, 13 are certainly “aves arte facte’’—made-up species, 
and 9 others, according to Prof. Sundevall, are to be suspected 
as of like origin. 


4, AMERICAN PUBLICATIONS. 


In the First Number of ‘ The Ibis’ we mentioned the arrival 
in this country of copies of an important accession to Zoological 
literature—the second edition of the Mammalogy and Ornitho- 
logy of the United States Exploring Expedition during the years 
1838-42, under the command of Charles Wilkes, U.S.N.’ The 
work consists of a quarto volume of 466 pages, accompanied by 
a folio atlas of plates. The letterpress is from the pen of Mr. 
John Cassin, of the Academy of Sciences of Philadelphia, a 
gentleman who, from his excellent knowledge of general ornitho- 
logy, and his position as one of a learned body which has in its 
custody probably the largest and most perfect ornithological col- 
lection in the world, was above all persons qualified to undertake 
the task of naming and determining the specimens of the large 
series of birds* amassed by the Expedition; and this task, as we 
think it will be generally acknowledged, he has performed with 
singular ability and success. The plates, being drawn on stecl, 
have not the lifelike appearance of the productions of some of our 
recent European artists, but are generally highly creditable to the 
executor, and sufficiently accurate for the determination of 
species. 

Having said so much, we hope to be permitted to comment 
upon one or two points which, as we turn over the leaves of Mr. 
Cassin’s volume, seem to require notice, without rendering our- 
selves liable to the charge of unduly severe criticism. In the 
first place, we think something ought to have been said in the 
preface about the extraordinary circumstances which attended 

* The Appendix gives a list of no less than 748 species, collected during 
the expedition. See p.429, 

MOL. I. f 
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the production of the first edition of this book. It was written 
by Mr. R. Titian Peale, one of the naturalists of the Expedition, 
and bears the date 1842 on its title-page. But few copies—only 
one hundred, it is said—were issued, and the rest, if ever com- 
pleted, were destroyed by fire at Washington. However this may 
have been, the volume is one of excessive rarity, and only in very 
few instances has found its way to Europe. A circumstance 
which no doubt rather prevented any attempt to reproduce 
copies of it in its then shape was, that it was hardly a creditable 
book to bring before the scientific world. Being the composi- 
tion of one who seems to have had little, if any, previous know- 
ledge of his subject, the errors were very numerous. Old, well- 
known birds were described as new; species were referred to 
impossible genera, and the descriptive characters so drawn -up 
that it was next to hopeless to attempt to use them for the pur- 
poses of determination. The public are indebted to Dr. Hartlaub, 
of Bremen, for an extended critical notice of this scarce volume, 
published in Wiegmann’s ‘ Archiv fiir Naturgeschichte*,’ in 
which such of these mistakes as could be corrected without 
inspection of the type specimens were set right. And we 
cannot understand why Mr. Cassin has hesitated to acknowledge 
the services rendered to science by the author of this admirable 
critique, where the greater part of Peale’s errors were corrected 
eight years ago, and which must manifestly have been of great 
assistance to him in preparing the present edition. 

We subjoin a few notes upon some of the species of birds in- 
eluded in Mr. Cassin’s list :— 

P. 78. Sarcorhamphus papa has been mentioned as an in- 
habitant of Southern Mexico, in P. Z. S. 1857, p. 226, having 
been obtained in Vera Cruz by M. A. Boucard. 

P. 118. Corvus ruficollis—We cannot believe that this Crow 
is “not uncommon ” in the island of Madeira, as Mr. Peale has 
stated. It is not mentioned at all in the list of a careful observer 
of the birds of that island, E. Vernon Harcourt, Esq., given in 
the ‘Annals of Nat. Hist? June 1855. We agree with Mr. 
Cassin that it is not a West African species ; and, were it so, the 
zoology of Madeira is purely Palearctic, and has nothing to do 


* See Wiegmann’s Archiv f. Naturgesch. xviii. Jahr. 1 Bd. p. 93. 
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with the Aithiopian type. As to the publication of Museum ap- 
pellations without descriptions, we also cordially agree with Mr. 
Cassin that “this proceeding, though it may do well enough to 
heighten the distinction and scientific consideration of the not 
very energetic directors or head or assistant keepers of museums, 
yet materially retards the most important object for which they, 
aud the establishments with which they are connected, are 
maintained by their governments or constituents,—which is the 
diffusion of knowledge.” 

P. 124. Calornis corvina.—This bird is certamly not a Calor- 
nis, that genus being typified by Calornis cantor, a very different 
form. We believe it would be better placed in Prince Bona- 
parte’s genus Lamprocoraz, as it has been arranged by Dr. 
Hartlaub (Journ. f. Orn. 1854, p. 168). Is Mr. Cassin sure 
that the Samoan bird is the same as the Carolinian ? 

P. 155. Tanioptera obscura.—Tenioptera is a pure Neogean 
(New-world) form belonging to a purely Neogean family, the 
Tyrannide. It would be quite as unnatural to find a Tenioptera 
` in the Sandwich Islands as a Phasianus in South America, or a 
Toucan in Africa. The wing, “with the first quill short,” at once 
shows this bird is no Tenioptera,—in that genus the first quill 
being nearly as long as the second. We suggest for this bird 
the new generic title Pheornis, and propose to call it Phaornis 
obscura. 

P. 159. Tatare otaitiensis—-The oldest synonym for this 
bird is Turdus longirostris of Gmelin, it being Latham’s “ Long- 
billed Thrush” (Gen. Syn. iii. 67), from the island of EKimeo, 
as we are able to assert, from having examined type specimens 
so marked in the Derby Museum. 

P. 277. Peristera erythroptera.—There seem to be several 
nearly-allied species confounded under this name. Mr. G. R. 
Gray has recently (P. Z. S. 1856, p. 7. pl. 115) described and 
figured the bird from the Samoan islands as Calenas stairi. 
The group seems far removed from Peristera. We have recently 
seen specimens of a closely-allied species from New Caledonia. 

P. 337. Bernicla inornata.—The bird represented in Gray and 
Mitchell’s Genera, pl. 165 (as has been already stated in P. Z. S. 
1859, p. 290), is not Anas inornata, King, and should bear the 

Z2 
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name poliocephala. Specimens of both B. magellanica and B. 
poliocephala are now living and breeding in the gardens of the 
Zoological Society. 

P. 885. Sterna meridionalis—This name has been staat 
used in the same genus for a species closely allied to Sterna 
anglica by Dr. Brehm, and should therefore be changed. 

P. 391. Inca mystacalis.—The generic term Inca is subse- 
quent in point of date to Nenia, Boie (1844), and Larosterna, 
Blyth, Cat. B. Mus. As. Soc. 1849, p. 293. 

The ‘Proceedings of the Academy of Natural Sciences of 
Philadelphia,’ of which we have received the first 84 pages 
belonging to the present year’s volume, contain an important 
paper by Mr. Cassin—the first part of a “Catalogue of Birds 
collected on the rivers Camma and Ojobai, Western Africa, by 
M. P. B. Duchaillu in 1858, with notes, and descriptions of 
new species.” The collection here treated of is “the most ex- 
tensive and interesting” yet made by this young and enter- 
prising explorer, and contains many new and fine species— 
Meropoyon breweri, Parmoptila woodhousii, Muscipeta speciosa, 
and others described by Mr. Cassin. We doubt, however, if 
the first-named will be found eventually to be a Meropogon, of 
which the one known species is a curious type, from Celebes, 
only known in the Leyden Museum. At any rate, it is a sin- 
gular genus if really composed of two species, one from Celebes 
and another from West Africa. We do not quite understand what 
birds Mr. Cassin means by Haliaétus blagrus, sp. 4, and Spil- 
ornis bacha, sp. 7 of his list. The latter is an Eastern Asiatic 
bird, from Java and Borneo; and we have always been inclined 
to consider Le Vaillant’s story of its occurrence in Africa as 
purely fictitious. The former has been generally considered to 
be synonymous with Cuncuma leucogastra, though Mr. J. H. 
Gurney* rather refers it to thé young stage of Haliaétus vocifer. 
But Circaétus melanotis of Verreaux, described in Dr. Hart- 
laub’s System of W. A. Ornithology, is quite another thing from 
Sptlornis bacha (as generally understood). It is a true Circaëtus 
of small size, and probably, according to Mr. Gurney’s ideas, the 
young of Circaétus cinerascens of J. Müller t. 

* See autea, p. 239. + v. Miller, Ois. d’Afrique, pl. 6. 
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Professor Baird has forwarded us a catalogue of North Ame- 
rican birds, printed on thin paper in clear type, and useful for 
labelling specimens or marking off desiderata. We believe it 
is issued by the Smithsonian Institution, for the use of their 
numerous collectors. 


XXXII.—Letters, Extracts from Correspondence, Announce- 
ments, &c. 


Ir is with sincere regret that, although only arrived at our third 
Number, we have already to record the loss of one of our con- 
tributors. Mr. Edward Evans, the joint author with Mr. Wil- 
son Sturge of the paper “ On the Birds of Western Spitzbergen,” 
printed in our last Number, died at Neath on the 18th of April, 
after a few days’ illness, at the early age of twenty-six years. 
The deceased gentleman was a member of the Society of Friends, 
and, although so young, was conspicuous for his activity in the 
furtherance of philanthropical objects. As ornithologists, we 
must respect his memory, as that of a keen lover of our study, 
and the traveller who brought to the knowledge of naturalists a 
new and very interesting bird, the Lagopus hemileucurus. 


We have received the following letters :— 


To the Editor of The Ibis. 


Sir,—I trouble you with a few remarks upon the Dartford 
Warbler (Sylvia provincialis, Temm.), a bird not uncommon on 
the south coast, and near Brighton, particularly in the autumn. 
Mr. Swaysland, Naturalist, 4 Queen’s Road, Brighton, killed 
five on the 30th of November, 1858, which I saw in the meat ; 
two of these were cocks and two hens; the other I do not 
remember. At that period of the year you can get a good view 
of them, and again in the spring; in general they are too shy, 
keeping low in furze. If there is a whitethorn bush in the 
latter they always fly to it, and sitting on the top, cry pur, pur, 
pur, swelling out the feathers of the throat. The hen in autumn 
plumage appears lighter and smaller than the cock. These 
little birds care not for snow, as under the thick furze they are 
warm and comfortable. Mr. Tristram, who has lately done so 
much for the science of ornithology, mentions in his “ Catalogue 


